
Community
Festival PROGRAM

CITY OF WHITTLESEA PRESENTS THE

 Arts on the northern edge

25 March  
7PM–10.30pm 

PRACC
26 March 

11am–9pm
PRACC and the 

CIVIC CENTRE 
LAWNS

Theatre
music
circus
art making 
activities 
food
DANCING
MARKET STALLS



PRACC 
THEATRE  
PROGRAM

Plenty Ranges Arts & Convention 
Centre (PRACC) is part of the 
City of Whittlesea Civic Precinct 
in South Morang.

YAN YEAN THEATRE

Rebel
Friday 8pm (60 mins)

The 2022 City of Whittlesea Community 
Festival will kick off with Rebel - a live 
circus rock celebration of the original 
rebel, David Bowie.

Get ready for a night of live music, 
glittering glam rock, phenomenal 
acrobatics, breathtaking aerials and a 
spectacular heart stopping sideshow. 
Live music combined with circus and 
comedy brings to life an incredible body 
of work spanning over 50 years, and an 
aesthetic that inspired generations.

Presented by the City of Whittlesea 
in conjunction with Nicholas Clark 
Management and Highwire.

Cost: $10 Adults, $5 Children/Concession 
Bookings: www.pracc.com.au/tickets

Come early for boogie woogie piano with 
Damon Smith in the PRACC foyer from 7pm

SUPPORTED BY 

The Alphabet of  
Awesome Science
Saturday 12.30pm and 3pm (60 mins)

Join professors Lexi Con and Noel 
Edge for a thrilling voyage through 
the alphabet — where sesquipedalian 
words inspire mind-blowing scientific 
surprises! It’s a tongue-twisting race from 
A to Z that’s equal parts explosive, messy, 
hilarious, fascinating and gross. Brace 
yourself for an hour of carefully crafted 
alphabetical, scientifical chaos that 
floats, flies, squirts, sprays, ignites  
and erupts!

Presented by the City of Whittlesea 
in conjunction with Nicholas Clark 
Management. 

Bookings: www.pracc.com.au/tickets

SUPPORTED BY 

VARIETYVILLE:  
Acts of Absurdity
Friday 9.30pm (60 mins)

Join our finest and funniest artists, 
including Dan Oldaker, Rani Huszar, Liz 
Skitch and ‘Mario, queen of the circus’ for 
an hour of chaotic clowning, preposterous 
physical feats and musical mayhem.

WOODSTOCK THEATRE

Bookings and performance registration: 
www.pracc.com.au/tickets

Book early to secure your seat!

Pre-registered tickets to free performances must be 
redeemed at least 10 minutes prior to the start of the 
show time you have booked for.  Seats not claimed by 
this time will be voided and returned to the pool of 
tickets available to the general public.

FREE!

FREE! FREE!

FREE! FREE!

Sing it with Sharon 
Showcase
Saturday 11.30am (60 mins)

Sing it with Sharon gives people of 
all ages and abilities the chance to 
shine. Please contact Sharon for class 
availability 0417 561 015.

Mia Sorella Trio
Saturday 1.30pm (40 mins)

Introducing the distinctive vocal trio 
Mia Sorella; Italian-Australian soprano 
Michelle Francis Cook, Wiradjuri soprano 
Shauntai Batzke and Australian songbird, 
soprano Helen Ling. Songs that inspire 
with soaring vocal lines and thrilling 
harmonies across original repertoire and 
unique arrangements of favourites.

All Day Fritz
Saturday 4pm (45 mins)

Melbourne legends All Day Fritz play for 
everyone from ages 0 to 100. Join them for 
a rowdy explosion of original harmonious 
dancing tunes including the huge ‘zombie 
dance competition’ and the chance to 
‘shake your tail feather’ with the grande 
gogo dance master Anna Gogo.

Foyer Performances
Damon Smith: Boogie Woogie 
piano. Friday 7pm and 9pm

Yuval Ashkar: Solo Oud 
performance. Saturday 11am

Jon Morrison: Classical piano 
recital. Saturday 2.15pm

WOODSTOCK COURTYARD 
performances 
Daya Silva: Golden oldies to  
warm your heart. Saturday 12.45pm 

Anna and Cam: Chilled out jazz  
and pop. Saturday 3.30pm

* 

We hope you enjoy visiting the 2022 Community 
Festival. Interior spaces are subject to the 
Victorian Government’s CovidSafe settings 
and a QR check-in and proof of vaccination 
are required to enter.

With two theatres and a large convention 
centre, PRACC hosts concerts, touring 
shows, conferences, weddings, awards 
nights and more! 

We are excited to include PRACC in the 
2022 Community Festival and invite you  
to come in and have a look around.



FRIDAY  
25 MARCH
7pm   
Boogie Woogie piano  
with Damon Smith  
(45 mins), PRACC foyer

SATURDAY  
26 MARCH

12.45pm 
Daya Silva (30 mins), 
Woodstock Courtyard

The Plants workshop  
(20 mins), Workshop Marquee

1.25pm 
Solidos del Alma,  
Spanish choir (30 mins), 
Main stage, Terrace Lawn

1.30pm 
Mia Sorella (40 mins), 
Woodstock Theatre, PRACC

Bollywood dance 
workshop (30 mins), 
Workshop Marquee

2pm 
Dinomaniacs (60 mins), 
Mainstage, Terrace Lawn

The Plants workshop  
(20 mins), Workshop Marquee

2.15pm 
Jon Morrison, piano  
(30 mins), PRACC foyer

2.30pm 
Anna Gogo dance 
workshop (20 mins), 
Workshop Marquee

2.50pm 
SoulVoices (20 mins), 
Main stage, Terrace Lawn

3pm 
The Alphabet of 
Awesome Science  
(60 mins), Yan Yean Theatre, 
PRACC (free, ticketed event)

The Plants workshop  
(20 mins), Workshop Marquee

3.30pm 
Tarantella dance session 
(30 mins), Workshop Marquee

Anna and Cam duo 
(30 mins), Woodstock 
Courtyard

Indigenous Outreach 
Program hip hop dance 
(20 mins), Mainstage, 
Terrace Lawn

4pm 
The Merindas (40 mins); 
Main stage, Terrace Lawn

All Day Fritz (45 mins); 
Woodstock theatre, PRACC

The Plants workshop  
(20 mins), Workshop Marquee

4.45pm 
The Plants community 
performance (10 mins), 
Workshop Marquee

5pm 
Big Lost Band 
performance (30 mins)

5.30pm 
Official proceedings  
(15 mins) 

6pm 
The Wena Family (20 mins)

6.30pm 
Georgia Fields (40 mins)

7.30pm 
Mahalia Barnes +  
Soul Mates (60 mins)

11am 
Yuval Ashkar, Oud  
(30 mins), PRACC foyer

Bellydance session  
(30 mins), Workshop Marquee

11.30am 
Sing it with Sharon 
showcase (60 mins); 
Woodstock Theatre, PRACC

11.45am 
Welcome to Country  
and smoking ceremony 
(15 mins), Main stage, 
Terrace Lawn

12pm 
Dance Showcase 
featuring Step in time 
dance, Main St Funk, 
Lauren Wall dance (60 mins), 
Main Stage, Terrace Lawn

The Plants workshop  
(20 mins), Workshop Marquee

12.30pm 
The Alphabet of 
Awesome Science  
(60 mins), Yan Yean 
Theatre, PRACC (free, 
ticketed event)

Yuval Ashkar, Solo Oud 
(30 mins), Workshop 
Marquee Courtyard

7.45pm   
Welcome to Country  
(15 mins), PRACC foyer

8pm 
Rebel show:  
Yan Yean theatre  
(60 mins), Yan Yean 
Theatre, PRACC

9pm 
Boogie Woogie piano  
with Damon Smith  
(30 mins), PRACC foyer

9.30pm 
Varietyville: Acts of 
Absurdity (60 mins), 
Woodstock Theatre, PRACC

PROGRAM

PRACC Foyer 
Woodstock theatre, PRACC 
Yan Yean theatre, PRACC 
Woodstock Courtyard, PRACC 
Main stage 
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The Plants Orchestra
Workshops at 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm  
& 4pm Performance at 4.45pm

A site specific musical installation that 
invites you to create your own musical 
composition using unique organic and 
digital instruments. Workshops will be 
delivered on the hour and will culminate 
in a Plants Orchestra Performance at 
4:45pm. Come and join in the fun and 
become one of our Plants maestros 
playing bespoke musical compositions 
developed through the workshops across 
the day.  

SUPPORTED BY

Flash Mob Dance  
with Anna Gogo
Workshop at 3.00pm Performance at... 
(Shh! It’s a surprise...)

Do you love to dance? Have you ever 
seen a Flash Mob performance and 
thought to yourself “I’d love to be part of 
something like that!” - well now you can!

Join Anna Gogo as she leads participants 
through a short dance performance that 
may be unleashed on festival audiences 
later in the day.

Dance Workshops
Take part in one of our dance workshops, 
which showcase movement styles from 
around the globe! Try your hand at 
Bollywood dance, the Tarantella or  
Belly Dancing!

WORKSHOP 
MARQUEE 
PROGRAM

Join some of the free workshops 
on offer across the day, housed  
in our Workshop Marquee!   
This year we focus on dance  
and music.

Presenters will demonstrate and discuss 
what kind of tea they drink, how it is 
drunk, ceremonial traditions, all the while 
making and serving their tea to audiences 
in the Salon. 

Japanese Tea Ceremony 
Saturday 11am 

Chinese Wedding Tea Ceremony 
Saturday 12pm

Persian Tea (TBC) 
Saturday 1pm 

Turkish Tea and Coffee 
Saturday 2pm  

Argentinian Yerba Mate 
Saturday 3pm  

Indian Chai 
Saturday 4pm 

Other activities at the Salon 
include: 

• Henna hand tattooing 
• African hair braiding 
• Turkish coffee (and fortune telling TBC) 
• Try on a turban. 

THE SALON
The Salon returns to the  
Community Festival celebrating  
the wonders of tea.

MAIN  
STAGE 
HIGHLIGHTS

7.30pm, Mahalia Barnes grew up 
surrounded by great vocalists and 
musicians, including her famous father, 
Jimmy. She emerged as a powerful soul 
and blues vocalist who delivers amazing 
shows with her band, the Soul Mates.

6.30pm, Georgia Fields is well known 
as a composer, producer and performer 
who has earned the title ‘art-pop 
alchemist’. Whether solo or with her 
band she never fails to entrance her 
audience.

6pm, The Wena Family from Doreen, 
featuring Jael Wena fresh from 
Eurovision, share a love of music and 
life. As seen on ‘The Voice: Generations’.

5pm, Big Lost Band: Join us for the 
unveiling of our mass community 
ensemble as they perform some of  
your favourite rock anthems.

4pm, The Merindas are an R&B 
duo dedicated to preserving their 
indigenous language and culture.

Supported as part of On the Road Again a  
Victorian Government initiative to bring live  
music back across the state.



Young at Heart  
Games Village
Fun, games and social 
sports for the young and 
the young at heart. Enjoy 
golf putting, walking 
football, ten pin bowling, 
quoits, totem tennis, giant 
chess and information 
about what’s on.

Roving entertainment
From absurd bellhops  
and nosey parkers, to 
giant roaming snail riders 
and a huge praying 
mantis, you’ll be delighted 
by what you’ll find roaming 
around the Community 
Festival site!

Our featured roving 
entertainers include 
Varietyville, Kinetic 
Theatre, Empress Stilts 
and and FRESH Youth 
Theatre.

Around the 
festival grounds
Festival Market 
11am-5pm

Meander through the festival 
market stalls, connect with 
local organisations and 
explore the many handmade 
crafts on display.

Yirram Birrin Winn
The Whittlesea 
Reconciliation Group 
(WRG) is proud to be 
partnering with the City 
of Whittlesea Community 
Festival to showcase 
Aboriginal culture, music 
and art. Visit the space 
to participate in yarning 
circles, art activities 
for the children, Yidaki 
playing, traditional 
Aboriginal games and 
more. Keep an eye out for 
roving performers and acts 
on the main stage too.  

The Foyer Forest
Created by Lalor Primary 
School, Al Siraat College, 
Mernda Park Primary 
School, Plenty Park 
Primary, Whittlesea 
Primary Mandarin 
language class, and St 
Johns Thomastown West.

Designed by Katrina 
Gaskell with her band  
of fearless assistants. 

FRESH Youth Theatre 
Young people aged  
12-18 years have 
collaborated to create 
Ranveer, our festival 
mascot. You may see this 
friendly monster roaming 
the festival and maybe,  
if you’re lucky, playing  
in the Foyer Forest.

For more information 
about FRESH Youth 
Theatre head to  
arts.whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Dear Tree
Dear Tree is a listening experience –  
a collection of people’s responses to 
trees, acknowledging and contemplating 
the position of nature within our lives.  
Listeners lie on the earth together, circling 
a tree, looking up through the canopy  
and absorbing through the headphones… 
words spoken to trees.

Sense of Self –  
A Sensory Play Area
A beautiful, low-sensory art installation 
created by Sara Catena and developed in 
consultation with Access Ability Australia. 
Sense of Self invites families to explore 
its hand-crafted, low-tech installations 
designed to soothe, and improve sensory 
processing abilities.

in the Chill Space 

Share your festival experience and photos at Inst / FB

#ExploreWhittlesea  
#cowfestival
#whittleseafestival

@CityOfWhittlesea 

@CityWhittlesea


